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scenery, after the point itself, is the fluted appearance
of the mountain's sides, occasioned by the torrents
of rain perpetually rushing down during the mon-
soon, which unimpeded in their progress by a
single tree, form innumerable channels, crossing
and intersecting each other like the veins of a leaf,
and all contributing to swell the infant streams of
the three rivers, which have their source in this
valley. We allude to the Kristna or Krishna, the
Yena, and the Keyna, which all take their course
towards the Deccan ; besides these, two other rivers
rise amid the hills of Mahabuleshwur, the Sawitree,
and the Gawitree ; which taking an opposite direc-
tion, flow over the western side of the Ghat, to
fertilize with their waters the lowlands of the
Concan.
The amount of rain which falls here during the
monsoon months, bears a great disproportion to that
of the surrounding country, and renders the place
uninhabitable even to the natives. It is completely
enveloped in mist and cloud, which do not disperse
until some time after the weather has cleared up in
the loVer regions; and those imprudent people who
rashly visit the hills early in October, have not
unfrequently to encounter all the miseries of finding
their bungalows thoroughly saturated with damp.
Indeed, we have known instances where the
occupants have been obliged to walk about the house
armed with umbrellas and clogs, whilst the floors
of the different apartments presented the extra-
ordinary spectacle of being covered by tubs and every
description of vessel to receive the rain, steadily